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per rupee, whereas in  the recent famine of 1899-1900 prices  were
never higher than 7 or 8 seers.

The material condition of the urban population is generally satis-
factory, and the standard of living is considerably higher than it was
thirty or forty years ago. The middle-class clerk has sufficient income
to dress well, diet himself liberally, and give his sons an English
education; his house is comfortably, if simply, furnished, and he can
generally afford to keep a personal servant. In rural areas, on the
other hand, there has been little change in the style of living, and in
some States there has been a perceptible falling off owing to recent
adverse seasons. It is only by the exercise of thrift and frugality that
the people can hold their own. The cultivators, as a whole, are in-
differently housed and poorly clad, and their food, if sufficient, consists
usually of inferior grains. The condition of the ordinary labourer
shows some improvement, in consequence of the increase in wages and
the extension of public works.

There are no large timber forests in Rajputana, but the woodlands
are extensive upon the south-western Aravallis and throughout the hilly
tracts adjoining, where the rainfall is good. Mount
Abu is well wooded from summit to skirts and
possesses several valuable kinds of timber; and from Abu north-east-
ward the western slopes of the range are still well clothed with trees
and bushes up to the neighbourhood of Merwara. Below the hills on
this western side runs a belt of jungle, sometimes spreading out along
the river beds for some distance into the plain. All vegetation, how-
ever, rapidly decreases in the direction of the Luni; and beyond that
river, Mar war, Blkaner, and Jaisalmer have scarcely any trees at all,
except a few plantations close to villages or towns. In the west and
south of Mewar the forests stretch for miles, covering the hills
with scrub jungle and the valleys with thickets; while the southern-
most States of Banswara, Dungarpur, and Partabgarh are, in proportion
to their size, the best wooded of any in Rajputana. Here teak and
other valuable timber trees would thrive well if the jungles were not
periodically ruined by the Bhlls, who burn them down for the purposes
of sport or agriculture almost unchecked. In Bundi and Kotah, and
in parts of Jaipur, Alwar, and Karauli, the woodlands are considerable,
but they contain very little valuable timber. Elsewhere in Rajputana
there are only fuel and fodder reserves.

The principal trees found in the forest are dhak (But
dhaman (Grewia pilosd), dhao (Anogeissuspendula)>gol (Odina
jamun (Eugenia Jamboland}, karayia (Sterculia urens\ salar (Boswellia
thurifera), semal (Bombax malabaricuni)^ tendu (Diospyros tomentosd)^
and um (Saccopetalum tomentosum). Teak is found sparingly and
seldom attains any size; the mango, mahua (Bassia latifolia\ and the